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In October 2010, I began my new position as Systems Librarian at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory Research Library. My professional library experience has been mainly in web site creation and maintenance, but I have worked as a systems librarian responsible for an academic medical library’s ILS (SirsiDynix while it was still SIRSI). This is my first experience with Ex Libris products and I’m learning everything from the ground up as I go. I have already found the user group to be indispensable – the email lists and archives alone are invaluable.  In my three months on the job, I’ve already been in contact with Ex Libris several times to resolve system issues and am currently planning an upgrade from SFX 3 to 4.  While my understanding of and familiarity with the products is still being forged, I would bring the unique perspective of a new user to the steering committee. Right now, everything is brand new to me.  I’m learning the Ex Libris product terminology in addition to my co-workers’ terminology for various features and functions and the two do not always intersect.  I’m learning which utilities control what processes.  Serving on the steering committee would provide me with the opportunity to collaborate with my peers at other Ex Libris institutions and continue to make ELUNA the vital organization it is.
