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Episode 1: 
Background

There’s no crying in cataloging
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Low discoverability

Existing problems
License variation

Lifecycle management

Mo’ bad metadata mo’ problems

What happens in Alma, stays in 
Alma

What we have here is a failure to 
communicate license dates.

Non-standard portfolio info
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Episode 2: 
Bib records

Oh bib record, 
where art thou?



OCLC Record Vendor Record CZ Record

Control #s 3 1 0

Includes 
OCLC#? Yes No No

Name headings
(600 & 610) 3 0 0

Topical subject
(650) 4 3 0

Genre/Form 
heading (655) 2 1 0

Nominees for best bib record...



Kanopy OCLC



Episode 3: 
Import profiles

I’ll get you my pretty, and your 
little bib record too. 



Inventory
Can create portfolios 
upon import

Discovery Collections
787 $w [Collection_ID] 
will add to existing 
collections

URL
Automatically added

Cover art
957 $9 Local, Primo norm 
rule for thumbnail

E Collection
Is automatically added to 
desired collection

Coverage dates
Doesn’t automatically 
add coverage dates



Normalization & 
Validation

Inventory 
information



Episode 4: 
Portfolios & 

the loader 

Alright, Mr. DeVille, I’m ready 
for my batch update



Notes field

Coverage dates
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There can be only one

Danger, Will Robinson ISSN/ISBN & OCLC 
match points

Analytics to Portfolio 
Loader

Cannot add same field multiple times

Terminology is different

Can sometimes cause issues and false 
matches with physical records

Vote to add multiple coverage date functionality in the loader: https://bit.ly/2SGj63t 

https://bit.ly/2SGj63t


Portfolio loader



Eliminates clicking
Updates information in 
one spreadsheet

Streamline work
Start of term =  busy 
license season

Standardization
For your viewing 
pleasure

Analytics reports
Easily turned into a 
portfolio loader template

Knowledge Base Portfolio Loader information: https://bit.ly/2S2glcv 

https://bit.ly/2S2glcv


Episode 5: 
Discovery

Live long and 
discover



Discovery collection

Electronic collections

Manage collections (Knowledge Base)

https://bit.ly/2TBSgtz


Primo Display

https://go.gwu.edu/streamingmedia

https://go.gwu.edu/streamingmedia


Episode 6: 
Deactivation

So long, partner



Email reminders

Custom deactivate task

One task per portfolio

E-Activation

Done vs. delete

No batch work
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Excel report

If you use “Text to columns” you can break up coverage information combined 
into single data columns. 



Post text to columns





Denouement

A new hope



Award for revised workflow...

● Enhanced metadata

● Streaming collection

● Clear license dates

● Maximized ROI

● Streamlined

● Clear life cycle

● Better Alma knowledge

DiscoverabilityWorkflow



Questions?
It has been my privilege. 

Thank you.
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● Discovery Collection:  https://go.gwu.edu/streamingmedia
● American University’s discovery collection: https://bit.ly/2S1gCMO 
● MarcEdit task list: https://go.gwu.edu/kanopytask 
● Import profile: Community profile name “Kanopy import (GW)” 
● Analytics analysis path: shared/Community/Reports/Institutions/George 

Washington University
● Excel’s data to columns: https://bit.ly/3oRxT7j 
● MarcEdit: https://marcedit.reeset.net/ 
● Knowledge Base Portfolio Loader information: https://bit.ly/2S2glcv 
● NERS Coverage date enhancement: https://bit.ly/2SGj63t 

Additional Resources

https://go.gwu.edu/streamingmedia
https://bit.ly/2S1gCMO
https://go.gwu.edu/kanopytask
https://bit.ly/3oRxT7j
https://marcedit.reeset.net/
https://bit.ly/2S2glcv
https://bit.ly/2SGj63t

