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Project Purpose
• To display digitized newspapers from the Kentucky Digital Newspaper 

Project in InfoKat Discovery (Primo).

• Why?
 Funding 
 Infrastructure
 Fully use Alma/Primo capabilities:

 Greater efficiency
 User needs



KDNP Background
Abstract - Over fifty years ago an historian and a library director traveled the back 
roads of Kentucky (USA) with a portable microfilm camera, two lights, and a dream of 
preserving Kentucky’s newspapers. From their ambitions arose a successful 
newspaper preservation program at the University of Kentucky Libraries (UKL). Now 
in its sixth decade, the program has developed a new way of preserving contemporary 
born-digital newspapers. This paper explores some of the people and events behind 
the early success of UKL’s program, as well as an in-depth look at the development 
and functionality of Paper Vault: a largely automated, in-house process delivering and 
preserving Kentucky’s born-digital contemporary newspapers (Terry, Kopana and 
Weig, Eric, "Preserving Kentucky’s Newspapers: Analogue Beginnings to Digital 
Frontier" (2015). Library Presentations. 137.
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/libraries_present/137).

https://uknowledge.uky.edu/libraries_present/137


KDNP Statistics
• 260+ Kentucky newspaper titles currently available 

• Issues dating back to the 18th century

• Thematic representations in collection:
 African American
 Emancipation
 College/University
 Agriculture
 Political (Democratic, Independent, Republican, Whig)
 Civil War Era (Largest assembly in the collection)

 Approx. 87k metadata records



Project Background in Alma
• Questions:

1. What method of display will we use?
 Import into Alma and display using Collection Discovery
 Use a Discovery Import Profile

2. Where will the data live?
 SFTP
 OAI
 Alma

3. What record format will we use?
 MARC
 Dublin Core
 Generic XML



Steps Taken for Implementation
1. Create Discovery Import Profile

2. Create Normalization Rules

3. Create Normalization Process

4. Create Local Fields

5. Create Local Resource Type

6. Map Thumbnails for Display



1. Create Discovery Import Profile
 Go to Discovery>Loading External Data Sources>Discovery Import Profiles>Add New Profile 

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(
English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE/Configuring_Import_Pr
ofiles_for_Primo_VE

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE/Configuring_Import_Profiles_for_Primo_VE












2. Create Normalization Rules
• Started off with Generic XML that mimics JSON format used for KDNP 

records
 Received file for one newspaper title with 1,170 total issues

• Had to find a method to normalize the Generic XML to DC fields
 Started with one issue to test





Create rule in Alma:
Go to Resources>Open Metadata Editor>File>New>Normalization rules (XML)



• First attempt using documentation at 
(https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Pr
imo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources
_into_Primo_VE/Configuring_Normalization_Rules_for_External_Resource
s_(Primo_VE)#Examples)

• Looking at one field (doctitle_t), tried creating rules based on this formula:

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE/Configuring_Normalization_Rules_for_External_Resources_(Primo_VE)#Examples)


• After more searching, I found documentation here 
(https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Community_Knowl
edge/Generic_XML_Normalization_Rules_and_XPath_Tips) –
Knowledge Center article, “Generic XML Normalization Rules 
and Xpath Trips”; section “Attribute Text as Condition”

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Community_Knowledge/Generic_XML_Normalization_Rules_and_XPath_Tips








Test Import:
Go to Discovery>Loading External Data 
Sources>Discovery Import Profiles





4. Create Local Fields

• Alma>Discovery>Manage Display and Local Fields>Add Field>Add Local 
Field

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(Englis
h)/050Display_Configuration/040Configuring_Local_Display_and_Search_Fields_for_Primo_VE#Addi
ng_a_Local_Field

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/040Configuring_Local_Display_and_Search_Fields_for_Primo_VE#Adding_a_Local_Field




Use the parallel Local Field 01/50 from the Dublin Core record – For use with Dublin Core 
records only, select this field if you have defined DC normalization rules that map information to the 
associated local discovery fields (discovery.local01 - discovery.local50) in the Primo VE DC 
expanded schema. 





Second Set of Normalization Rules





3. Create Normalization Process
Go to Configuration>Discovery>Loading External Data Sources>Normalization Process 
Task
Click on Add Process







Discovery Import Profile (Normalization)





5. Create Local Resource Type

Configuration>Discovery>Local Resource Types

Click Add local Resource Type

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/
050Display_Configuration/050Configuring_Local_Resource_Types_for_Primo_VE

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/050Configuring_Local_Resource_Types_for_Primo_VE




Customization

OTB



Discovery Import Profile (Delivery)



6. Map Thumbnail Image

Issues:
1. File extension (supported formats - .bmp, 

.png, .jpg and so forth)
2. Normalize XML field
3. Add DC field to Import Profile



1.
2.

3.





Brief Record View in Primo VE

Full Record View in Primo VE





One final obstacle - Harvesting Full 
Text for Search

• Goal is to be able to search keywords/phrases to locate an article/issue from the collection

• Hit a snag with this – still investigating

Use full text links for indexing – Select this option if you want to index the externally-held full 
text file (which can be of type PDF, TXT, or HTML) to which this field links in the bibliographic 
record. During the indexing of the local fields, Primo VE will perform the following actions on each 
of the full text records:
•Remove stop words based on the language.
•Remove HTML tags.
•Index up to 10,000 terms.

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(En
glish)/050Display_Configuration/040Configuring_Local_Display_and_Search_Fields_for_Primo_V
E#Adding_a_Local_Field

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/040Configuring_Local_Display_and_Search_Fields_for_Primo_VE#Adding_a_Local_Field




Questions?
Thank you!
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