Name: Habib Tabatabai

Position Title: Director of Systems and Technical Services

Institution: University of Central Oklahoma

Ex Libris Products that your site licenses: Primo, Voyager, SFX, MetaLib, and Primo Central

I take this opportunity to inform you that I am a candidate for the ELUNA Steering Committee membership.

I am currently the Director of Systems and Technical services at the University of Central Oklahoma. We serve 17000+ students in Undergraduate and Graduate programs. In this capacity, I work with a team of staff to plan, implement, and support an array of digital and discovery tools along with server, storage, and desktop management.

I have a rich record of accomplishments and leadership and have been a strong advocate for the user community for many years, since my involvement with Endeavor and Voyager beginning in 2002.

Our current Ex Libris applications are Primo, Voyager, SFX, MetaLib, and Primo Central. Thus, my total experience goes beyond just any single product. This has given me great perspective on the range of possibilities that these products can have for our users.

I have a productive relationship with Ex Libris management and staff. The following is a quote from the latest issue of “The Ex Librian Newsletter”:  “Many thanks to Habib, whose continued involvement in IGeLU is wished by all.”  As I understand, the Ex Libris sales team uses our experience and integration of Ex Libris products, especially Primo, in our library web services to promote their products. We are proud of our achievements and reaching this level of maturity.

I have earned Voyager 300 and Primo Administration Certifications.

I served as the Coordinator of the Voyager Product Working Group of IGeLU (International Group of Ex Libris Users), 2009-2011. Major accomplishment during my term included:

• Worked with ELUNA and IGeLU Voyager Enhancement Coordinators to prepare the enhancement ballots for v8.2.

• Worked on initial framework for Voyager 8 Collaborative and field testing with Voyager Product Manager and ELUNA and IGeLU VPWGs.

• Served on Alma (URM) Focus Group providing feedback and evaluations to Ex Libris developers during Partners Release 1 and 2.

• Developed the basic structure and helped Voyager customers successfully integrate into IGeLU.

• Participated in discussions to improve support for Voyager, Ex Libris product documentations (GDC and others), and the discussions that led to Ex Libris agreeing to remove the license fee for a Voyager test instance.

• Participated in the initial discussions to develop a separate enhancement process for Voyager extension modules and ensured that they received an appropriate level of enhancement and support.

Served on the first IGeLU Voyager Product Working Group 2007-2009 and unofficially did most of the duties of Deputy Coordinator, when there was not such a position.

Served on IGeLU Conference Planning Committees, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011.

Served on EndUser and ELUNA Conference Planning Committees, 2006, 2007, 2008.

Other activities:

Currently serve as NERS (Enhancement Request System developed jointly by ELUNA and IGeLU) Sys Admin.

Collaborating with Ex Libris development team on the Hot Articles service.

Served on the Nominating Committee for the ELUNA Steering Committee election in 2011.

I have presented at conferences, led discussions, and moderated sessions as a part of my professional development and activities.

Goals for the future:

Continue to be a voice for the needs of the user communities of all Ex Libris products.

With Alma on the horizon and its overarching role, ensure that users’ voices and concerns are communicated thoroughly to Ex Libris.

Promote utmost collaboration between ELUNA and IGeLU to strengthen our voices.

I respectfully ask for your support when the time comes to vote. Please share my credentials with your colleagues from other institutions that are members of ELUNA and ask them to support my candidacy.

