Various Approaches to 853/853X Field for Generating Workable Serials Publication Schedule

Presentation at the NAAUG Meeting at McGill University, June 3-5, 2001

Canchuan Li

Brandeis University Libraries

        We were DRA (Data Research Association) site before migration to Ex Libris 

system. After the conversion, we use 853/853X to create patterns for serials check in. 

Brandeis is a small research university. The total number of serials we are subscribing is 

about 4000. Among them one fourth are continuations and one fourth are science titles. 

The official starting date for implementing Ex Libris is July 5th, 2000 and currently we 

are using Aleph version 12.4.

       I am not sure if there are any new features of Aleph new versions for serials module, 

which can help improve creation of serial check in patterns. If any of you are using the 

new versions and know any improvements, please share your experience with us. 

       As you all know, ALEPH uses the MARC 21 853, 854 and 855 fields together with 

the ALEPH defined 853X, 854X and 855X fields to create captions and patterns for 

predictive serial check in. But because of the current application of the Ex Libris system 

in the use of USMARC frequency codes, and particularly the irregularity of serial 

publications, it will be beneficial to discuss the approaches and methods of generating 

853/853X fields for workable serials check in at Brandeis University Libraries. Creative 

and elastic utilization of coding in subfields of both 853 field and 853X field will be able 

to help generate correct check-in pattern for expected serial items. 

       Let's take a look at the first level of enumeration 'subfield a'. If the publication has no 

first level of enumeration, for instance its publication frequency starts no.1 (1999:Jan.) 

with continuous numbering. (slides 2-5)

       The second example is quarterly publication with irregular publishing date. If 'q' is 

used in subfield w and each month is specified in subfield y (01,05,07,10), it wouldn't 

work. If '4' is used instead, the pattern will work correctly. It applies to other seasonal, 

monthly and bimonthly publications with irregualr publishing date. The system will not 

display correctly if the first issue is published in winter. No matter what you use in 

subfirld w, y and 3 of 853X, it will not display the correct order of the publication 

schedule.  In that case, we have to use month instead season in second level of 

chronology. (slides 6-13)

       Now let's take a look at quarterly publications with regular or irregular combined 

issues. If '4' is used this time in subfield w and each month is specified in subfield y 

(regular 01/04,07,10), the pattern will only display the combined issues. The 'q' must be 

used in subfield w with each month specified in subfield y. But it will not work for 

irregular combined issues either by using 'q' or '4' in subfield w. How we can create the 

irregular combined issues pattern? We can create a pattern without second level of 

chronology and combine January and February with '4' in subfield w (any combination of 

the month and the subsequent month will work). The month information can be added 

when we do the real check in. This method particularly is very useful for some 

publications with irregular combined semimonthly, weekly and daily issues. We can omit 

the third level of chronology and specify the combined issues in subfield y. (slides 14-20)

       Publications with 12 volumes yearly, 6 times per month with issue no.1-3 & 4-6 

combined. (slide 21)

       Irregular numbering publications with regular publishing date. (slide 22)

