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 Partnerships: Two archives, five 
collections, two DigiTool sites, one 

portal 



Goals 

 Grant from METRO – Metropolitan New York 
Library Council 

 Digitize 8,000 archival documents from JTS and 
AJHS pre-1900 synagogue archival collections 

 Make documents available 

 Bring awareness to historical resources 

 Create joint portal  



19th century synagogues tell  
New York City history 

 Congregation Shearith Israel (AJHS) 

 Congregation B’nai Jeshurun (JTS) 

 Kane Street Synagogue (JTS) 

 Congregation Ansche Chesed (JTS) 

 Eldridge Street Synagogue (AJHS) 



Congregation B’nai Jeshrun 

 Founded in 1825  
  Second synagogue in New York; first to use the 

Ashkenazic ritual.  
 Ninth synagogue to be founded in the United States.  
 Locations:    

 Elm Street. Dedicated on June 29th, 1825 
 Greene Street between Houston and Bleecker  (1850) 
 Thirty-fourth Street between Sixth and Seventh Avenues  

(1865) 
 Madison Avenue between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth 

Streets (1885).  
  West Eighty-eighth Street between Broadway and West 

End Avenue (1917)  

 Documents digitized 
 Charter, (certified copy), 1825    
 Cemetery documents   
 Death registration  
 Dedication service program for Madison Avenue 

Synagogue 
 Legal documents,    
 Congregational minutes 
 Religious school registration 
 Property receipts 
 Marriage certificates 
 Wedding book 

 



Kane Street Synagogue 

• Established 1856    

• Oldest continuously 
operating synagogue in 
Brooklyn 

•  Locations 
• State Street and Boerum 

Place  (1956) 

• 236 Kane Street  (1905) 

• Documents 
• Cash books, 1856-1891 

• Membership receipts, 1880-
1895  

• Minutes , 1860-1888 



Congregation Ansche Chesed 

 Founded in 1876 

 Locations: 
 86th Street and 3rd Avenue 

 East 112th Street   

 Seventh Avenue and 114th 
Street  (1908)  

 West End Avenue and 100th 
Street (1927) 

 Documents digitized 
 Membership Records  (1896 

– 1899) 

 Board of Directors records  
(1890 – 1900)  

 

 



Cooperative Ventures 

 Shared workflows 

 Using same standards: 

  metadata 

 finding aids 

  digitization 

  Shared portal  

 Assessment 

 



Shared workflow 

 Collection level records 

 EAD encoding for finding aid 

 Metadata for individual items 

 Digitization 













Congregation B’nai Jeshurun  and Congregation Shearith 
Israel – cooperative cemetery plots 



Portal  

 Provided access to CJH 

 Tested 

 Assessment 



Some of the issues 

 Metadata creation learning curve 

 Limited budget 

 Upgraded server and needed to redirect 

 



Conclusion 

 Digitize more objects from these collections 

 Digitize from other collections 

 Partner with other institutions 

 



Thank you 

 Naomi Steinberger 

 nsteinberger@jtsa.edu 
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